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The Court for Intergenerational Climate Crimes (CICC) is a tribunal founded 
by lawyer, academic and writer Radha D’Souza and artist Jonas Staal that 
prosecutes climate crimes by states and corporations. In the latest installation 
of the CICC commissioned by Serpentine Galleries in London, in partnership 
with IMMA and Create, the British East India Company is put on trial 425 
years after its founding and 168 years after its dissolution in 1857. The 
case raises questions about reparations for crimes that transcend multiple 
generations and examines how dissolved entities, like the EIC, endure as 
legal, institutional and ideological frameworks for extractive capitalism and 
imperialism perpetuating ecological and social collapse.

In the hearings which took place in London, non-human agents acted as 
evidence and witnesses in the court, in the form of plants that played a 
pivotal role in the colonial and industrial projects of the British Crown and 
the East India Company. In Dublin, these non-human witnesses assemble 
in a monumental installation of lightboxes, combined with a new video 
work gathering key testimony from the trial. In the video work human 
witnesses from Africa and Asia testify to the destruction of their ecologies 
and communities that began with the EIC but continue to be practiced and 
promoted on expanded scales by modern day corporations and states.

During this event, D’Souza, as the principal judge of the CICC, will introduce 
the legal framework of the CICC and the cases against the British East India 
Company. A panel of legal scholars, historians and activists will question 
D’Souza on the law advanced by the CICC and the evidence presented to it. 
The public is invited to join the presentation of the CICC’s founding principles 
as members of the public jury. The public jury will be asked about the 
credibility of the evidence against the EIC presented to the Court and whether 
the Intergenerational Climate Crimes Act 2021 followed by the CICC points the 
way forward.
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Saturday, 13th September 2025, 2:30-5:00pm 
 
2:30-2:45

Court Convenes
Layout procedures by Jonas Staal (Co-founder and Clerk CICC)

 
2:45-3:15

Radha D’Souza (Co-Founder and Chairing Judge CICC) introduces the 
Intergenerational Climate Crimes Act, how it has been used to prosecute the 
British East India Company (EIC), and the relevance of the case’s outcome 
for Ireland.

 
3:15-3:30

Lead Juror #1, Joanna Frivet (barrister called to the Bar of England and 
Wales), responds to D’Souza’s argument

3:30-3:35
Response by D’Souza

3:35-3:50
Lead Juror #2, Declan Owens (environmental lawyer and CEO of Ecojustice 
Ireland), responds to D’Souza’s argument

3:50-3:55
Response by D’Souza

3:55-4:10
Lead Juror #3, V’cenza Cirefice (ecofeminist artist, organiser and 
researcher), responds to D’Souza’s argument

4:10-4:15
Response by D’Souza

4:15-4:45
Questions from the Public Jury at large

4:45-4:55
Voting by Public Jury

	
4:55-5:00

Clerk closes session.
Screening of CICC: The British East India Company on Trial continues.
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Radha D’Souza is a critical scholar, social justice activist, barrister and writer 
from India. She is Professor of Law Development and Conflict Studies at the 
University of Westminster in London. Together with Dutch artist Jonas Staal, she 
is co-founder of the Court for Intergenerational Climate Crimes (CICC) which is 
based on her critique of liberalism in her book What’s Wrong With Rights? Social 
Movements, Law and Liberal Imaginations (Pluto, 2018). The third iteration of 
the CICC titled The British East India Company on Trial was staged in London 
(Serpentine Galleries, 2025). Radha has published extensively in multiple 
genres and academic disciplines including for social movement platforms. Her 
book co-edited with Sunera Thobani Decolonising Knowledge: Looking Back, 
Moving Forward (Bloomsbury, 2025) was launched in April 2025. She has worked 
internationally as activist, lawyer and academic in multiple jurisdictions including 
India, New Zealand, Norway, Canada and the United Kingdom.

Jonas Staal is a visual artist whose work deals with the relation between art, 
democracy, and propaganda. He is the founder of the artistic and political 
organization New World Summit (2012–ongoing) and with writer and lawyer 
Radha D’Souza he founded the Court for Intergenerational Climate Crimes 
(2021-ongoing). Exhibition-projects include We Demand a Million More Years 
(Fondazione Sandretto Re Rebaudengo, Turin, 2022), Extinction Wars (with 
Radha D’Souza, Gwangju Museum of Art, 2023), Propaganda Station (Museum 
of Contemporary Art, Zagreb, 2024) and The British East India Company on 
Trial (with Radha D’Souza, Serpentine Galleries, 2025). His projects have been 
exhibited widely at venues such as the Cooper Hewitt Smithsonian Design 
Museum in New York, V&A in London, Stedelijk Museum in Amsterdam, M_HKA 
in Antwerp, Centre Pompidou-Metz and the Nam June Paik Art Center in Seoul, 
as well as the 7th Berlin Biennale, the 31st São Paulo Biennale, the 12th Taipei 
Biennale and the 14th Shanghai Biennale. Publications include Propaganda Art 
in the 21st Century (The MIT Press, 2019) and Climate Propagandas: Stories of 
Extinction and Regeneration (The MIT Press, 2024).

Joanna Frivet is a mother and barrister called to the Bar of England and 
Wales (non-practising) specialised in international criminal law. Originally from 
Mauritius, Joanna began her career as Chief of Staff to the Chief Prosecutor at 
the International Criminal Court (ICC) in The Hague, where she supported the 
investigation and prosecution of war criminals in 21 conflict situations globally. 
Now living in Sligo, Joanna founded LegalMoov, a state funded Irish AI powered 
legal marketplace to deliver free and accurate legal information to the public, 
as alternative to the inaccuracies of general purpose AI in law. She also runs a 
legal consultancy that advises states, international organizations, non-profits, 
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and victims about accountability including in Syria, Armenia, Venezuela, among 
others. She sits on the board of The Dock, Leitrim’s leading Arts centre.

Declan Owens is an environmental lawyer and CEO of Ecojustice Ireland, a non-
profit organisation advocating for a Just Transition in Ireland and internationally. 
He also advises on human rights and climate justice for the charity, Rights & 
Security International. Declan is a member of the Environmental Law Association 
of Ireland, the UK Environmental Law Association, and the Climate Justice Group 
of the Law Society of Northern Ireland.  He is a director of the Northern Ireland 
Human Rights Consortium, and Law for Peace. Declan is the International Officer 
of the Socialist Lawyers Association of Ireland; a member of the Executive 
Committee of the Haldane Society of Socialist Lawyers in the UK; a member of 
the Executive Committee of the European Lawyers for Democracy and Human 
Rights; a member of the Council of the International Association of Democratic 
Lawyers; and an expert adviser with the UN’s Harmony with Nature agency.   

V’cenza Cirefice is an ecofeminist artist, organiser and researcher from Mourne, 
County Down. She is involved in anti-extractivism movements across Ireland 
through Communities Against the Injustice of Mining (CAIM). Her recent research 
project in the Sperrin Mountains explored grassroots resistance to extractivism 
through a decolonial and feminist lens. V’cenza continues to organise through 
a number of international solidarity collectives, including Making Relatives, a 
collaboration of Water Protectors from Turtle Island and Ireland.

Comrades Indigofera tinctoria (Indigo), Papaver somniferum (Opium), Gossypium 
arboreum (Cotton), Corchorus olitorius (Jute) and Saccharum (Sugarcane), 
ancestors of which remain in captivity in the British East India Company 
botanical archive at Kew Gardens, London. The British East India Company 
captured each one of these comrades and enslaved them to the stock markets 
in London and the British Parliament for the enrichment of both. The court is 
centered around a living multigenerational descendant of Indigofera tinctoria in 
the care of artist and plant steward Rachel Pimm.
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The Intergenerational Climate Crimes Act

AN ACT TO ABOLISH INTERGENERATIONAL CLIMATE CRIMES, TO ESTABLISH 
INTERGENERATIONAL RELATIONSHIPS OF SOLIDARITY AND COMRADESHIP 
AMONG HUMAN, AND HUMAN AND NON-HUMAN SPECIES, ESTABLISH THE 
COURT FOR INTERGENERATIONAL CLIMATE CRIMES, AND PROPOSE MEASURES 
TO REMEDY THE ABUSE OF INTERGENERATIONAL AND INTER-SPECIES 
RELATIONSHIPS IN THE PAST BY CERTAIN PERSONS.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE ASSEMBLY OF ALL THOSE PRESENT, IN THE NAME OF 
THE HUMAN AND NON-HUMAN ANCESTORS, MOTHER EARTH AND THE COSMOS, 
AND BY THE AUTHORITY OF THOSE PRESENT IN THIS ASSEMBLY IN THEIR 
CAPACITIES AS THE ANCESTORS OF FUTURE GENERATIONS

1. TITLE AND COMMENCEMENT

This Act shall be called the Intergenerational Climate Crimes Act. The Act shall 
come into force on 28 October 2021 in the Christian calendar and corresponding 
dates, months and years in other calendars.

2. INTERPRETATION

In this Act:

2.1 “Climate” means the conditions necessary for reproduction of every species, 
including but not limited to:
1. Patterns of weather in an area within living memories of humans;
2. Patterns of weather in an area that were necessary for non-human species to 
survive in the past;
3. Patterns of weather in an area that were necessary for humans to reproduce 
the conditions necessary for individual, social and cultural life;
4. Ecological conditions necessary for reproduction of different species;
5. Socio-ecological conditions necessary to sustain reciprocal relationships 
between humans and non-humans;
6. Social conditions necessary for the survival of human societies and cultures.

2.2 “Humans” means a concept-dependent herd animal that requires pre-existing 
concepts to negotiate the world around them and has capacities to make 
judgments and to review, reassess, modify, alter, change, and repudiate individual 
and collective behaviour in a manner that may or may not be in the interests of 
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future generations of humans and/or non-humans.
2.3 “Intergenerational” includes all past, present and future generations.
For the purposes of this Act, it is clarified that:
1. The term intergenerational is not limited to a single step in the line of descent 
from an ancestor;
2. The meaning of a generation is not limited to thirty years or other definitive 
numbers of years;
3. A generation may be of a different length of time for different species;
4. Intergenerational relationships include relationships between humans, 
between non humans and between humans and non-human species;

2.4 “Legal entities” are legal artefacts established by a group of persons with 
authority to do so for the purposes of limiting their environmental, social and 
legal liabilities, and responsibilities arising from their activities.
1. For the purposes of this Act a state established under any constitution is a 
legal entity. 

2.5 “Market Based Communities” means groups of people who form associations, 
legal entities, voluntary self-help groups or other unions for the purpose 
of buying and selling or trading something in markets established for such 
transactions and activities related to the transactions.

2.6 “Non-humans” means all other species in the past, present, or future, that 
are living, have lived, or will live in the future;
1. It is clarified that non-humans include any natural phenomena like water 
bodies, including rivers, rivulets, streams, ponds, lakes, seas, and oceans; 
rock formations including mountains, hills, ranges, caves, crevices and such; 
plant species of any variety and any other life-form that is subject to its laws 
including birth, death, deterioration and regeneration.
2. It is clarified that humans and non-human species may have more or less 
shared attributes and characteristics. 24 COURT FOR INTERGENERATIONAL 
CLIMATE CRIMES.

2.7 “Person” means any living being subject to laws of Life, i.e. birth, life, death 
and regeneration cycles over periods of time as appropriate for each species. 1. 
“Person” does not include a “legal person” i.e. legal artefacts that are conferred 
with human attributes by the fiat of law.

2.8 “Place Based Communities” means groups of people who live in a place 
including a region, or area, or locality, and by virtue of doing so, constitute a 
community.
1. “Place Based Communities” may differ in size, numbers of people, and/or scale 
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of operations; 
2. “Place Based Communities” may collectively determine the most effective ways 
of governing and discharging their responsibilities of guardianship over present 
and future generations and their natures managing their communities and their 
ecologies consistent with the provisions of s.5 of this Act.

2.9 Interpretation of words and meanings in any existing statute adopted by any 
legal entity shall be consistent with the meanings of terms in s.2 and the aims 
and objectives of this Act.

3. INTERGENERATIONAL CLIMATE CRIME

3.1 An “Intergenerational Climate Crime” is committed when a group of persons 
acting as a single “legal person” in the name of a legal entity as defined in s.2.4, 
under the laws established by themselves, engage in acts of commission and/
or omission, or engaged in acts of commission and/or omission in the past, that 
harm or harmed, destroy or destroyed, violate or violated or otherwise adversely 
impact or impacted the conditions necessary for the reproduction of any 
species, including but not limited to:
1. Acts of commission and/or omission, in the past and/or present, that harm/
harmed, destroy/destroyed, violate/violated, or otherwise adversely impact/
impacted upon weather patterns in the short or long term;
2. Acts of commission and/or omission, in the past and/or present, that harm/
harmed, destroy/destroyed, violate/violated or otherwise adversely impact/
impacted upon weather patterns in an area, as a result of which the survival of 
non-human species became or has become difficult or impossible;
3. Acts of commission and/or omission, in the past and/or present, that harm/
harmed, destroy/destroyed, violate/violated or otherwise adversely impact/
impacted upon relationships of mutual dependence and reciprocity between 
species or within species, human or non-human; and/or introduce/introduced 
adversarial relationships between them;
4. Acts of commission and/or omission, in the past and/or present, that displace/
displaced people from places, fragment/fragmented communities, and destroy/
destroyed cultures.

4. COURT FOR INTERGENERATIONAL CLIMATE CRIMES

4.1 A Court for Intergenerational Climate Crimes shall be established under this 
Act.
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4.2 The Court shall have the authority to hear complaints about 
intergenerational climate crimes committed in the past and present, and acts 
having impacts upon future generations from any person or persons acting on 
behalf of themselves, and/or their communities, and/or their ancestors, and/or 
non-humans, and/or future generations. 

4.3 The court may receive evidence, hear witnesses, and make such inquiries 
as may be necessary to do real and substantial justice to humans and non-
humans, past, present, and future.

4.4 All hearings shall be in open court. 4.5 Persons present at the hearings in 
their capacities as ancestors of future generations shall constitute the jury.

5. PENALTIES FOR INTERGENERATIONAL CLIMATE CRIMES

5.1 “Legal persons” as defined in s.2.4 who engage or engaged in 
intergenerational climate crimes shall be dissolved and divested of their legal 
personhood.

5.2 Upon dissolution of any legal entity the human persons acting in the name 
of the legal entity and aiding, abetting and/or inciting intergenerational climate 
crimes under s.3 of this Act shall be automatically divested of their authority to 
act in the name of that legal person.

5.3 Such human persons, including managers, executives, officials and other 
personnel, who were at the time of dissolution employed by the legal entity, 
will be eligible to join a Place Based Community in any place subject to being 
accepted by the Community, on such terms and conditions as the Community 
may impose.

5.4 Upon dissolution, any assets of the legal entity shall become social assets 
and handed over to the Place Based Community affiliated to the place where the 
assets are located.

5.5 Place Based Communities may determine how they wish to use, reuse or 
not use the assets of dissolved legal entities in their places, regions, areas or 
localities consistent with the principles of ecological and social regeneration and 
restoration set out in this Act.

6. GENERAL PRINCIPLES FOR GOVERNANCE OF PLACE BASED COMMUNITIES

6.1 Place Based Communities may collectively determine ways of establishing 
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systems of guardianship to build and sustain regenerative and restorative 
relationships between humans, between humans and non-human species 
including animals, plants, fungus, water, forests and land subject to the general 
principles set out in this section.

6.2 Place Based Communities will, at all times, be guided by principles of 
restoration and regeneration of natures and cultures, including species, 
waters, forests, lands and human communities as necessary according to the 
specificities of their places, regions, areas or localities.

6.3 Place Based Communities will prohibit sale of land, forests, water and 
minerals in their places, regions, areas or localities when organising their 
livelihoods, and the production of goods and commodities necessary for their 
communities.

6.4 Place Based Communities will prohibit sale of human labour of members of 
their communities directly or indirectly.

6.5 Place Based Communities may however use their labour power to work with 
their own natures and ecologies, as local conditions may permit, to produce 
goods and commodities for sale beyond their places, regions, areas, or localities.

6.6 Place Based Communities will place ecological relationships at the centre of 
their laws to sustain livelihoods and nurture interdependence of species.

6.7 All human persons shall share positions of responsibility, care, and authority 
for Place Based Communities and ecologies of any place, region, area or locality 
equally within the governing structures of such Place Based Communities.

6.8 Place Based Communities will develop systems for dispute resolution to 
settle differences within their community.

6.9 Place Based Communities will establish systems for defending their natures, 
ecologies, communities, and cultures from hostile attacks by legal entities.

7. TRANSITIONAL ARRANGEMENTS

7.1 Emergency plans for revival and survival of human and non-human species, 
waters, forests and lands;
1. Arrangements for defence of places if, and only if, attacked or harmed by 
persons continuing to act in the name of the dissolved legal entities;
2. Arrangements for guardianship, including modifications and changes to 
existing institutions and entities, as may be necessary temporarily.
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7.2 Market Based Communities may put in place transitional arrangements to 
transition from Market Based Communities to Place Based Communities affiliated 
with specific places.
1. Such transitional arrangements may include recognition of market 
associations and organisations for limited periods of time;
2. Such transitional arrangements shall not include recognition of legal 
personality or personhood of legal entities.

8. ESTABLISHMENT OF INTERCOMMUNITY SOLIDARITY AND COOPERATION

8.1 Place Based Communities will create intercommunity and inter-regional 
bodies that will establish systems of solidarity, support and cooperation between 
them, and promote good relations between their natures, ecologies, communities, 
and cultures, including their non-human species, lands, waters, forests and 
people in their regions, areas and localities.

8.2 The bodies established for intercommunity solidarity and cooperation will 
share knowledge, expertise and experiences of restoration and regeneration of 
their natures, ecologies, communities, and cultures on the basis of reciprocity 
and well-being of all species in their regions or areas.

9. REPEAL AND AMENDMENTS

9.1 This Act does not envisage repeal of the general principles of Place Based 
Communities.

9.2 Place Based Communities may, however, make, modify, amend, or introduce 
such measures as may be necessary to give effect to the general principles 
stated in s.5 as the specific conditions in their places, regions, areas, or 
localities may require.
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Court for Intergenerational Climate Crimes (CICC): The British East India Company 
on Trial 

A project by Radha D’Souza and Jonas Staal

With contributions by Mostafa Henaway, Sudipto Mitra, Ghulam Nadri, Ruth 
Nyambura, Leonida Odongo, Hashim bin Rashid, Andy Rowell, Swati Srivastava, 
James Vaughn, Sharon H. Venne and Ramón Vera-Herrera.

Commissioned and produced by Serpentine Ecologies, in partnership with Framer 
Framed, Amsterdam (long term partner), Law Development & Conflict Research 
Group, Ecological Futurisms, CREAM, Ambika P3, University of Westminster, 
Creative Scotland, Irish Museum of Modern Art (IMMA) and Create. With special 
thanks to Mondriaan Fund and Jessica Sweidan. 

Curator: Lucia Pietroiusti
Research Assistants: Daniel Voskoboynik and Muhammed Ahmedullah
Coordinator and producer, Studio Jonas Staal: Nadine Gouders 
Architect: Paul Kuipers
Graphic design: Remco van Bladel
Photo and video documentation: Ruben Hamelink
Construction, Studio KunstWerk: Michael Klinkenberg and Niklas van Woerden

The inaugural edition of CICC (Amsterdam, 2021) was commissioned by Framer 
Framed, Amsterdam. The CICC - The Law on Trial (Seoul, 2022) was produced 
by Drifting Curriculum and Arts Council Korea (ARKO) and co-produced by 
Framer Framed, Amsterdam. The CICC - Extinction Wars (Gwangju, 2023) was 
co-commissioned by the Gwangju Biennale Pavilion Project and Framer Framed, 
Amsterdam, hosted by Gwangju Museum of Art in partnership with Arts Council 
Korea (ARKO), the Ministry of Education, Culture and Science (Netherlands), 
Amsterdam Fund for the Arts (AfK), the Embassy of the Kingdom of the 
Netherlands in Korea, and the Mondriaan Fund. The inaugural edition of the 
CICC: The British East India Company on Trial was presented in London in 2025. 
The British Council have supported travel for the Dublin edition.




