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O2. Director’s

Message

We introduced Earth Rising as a pilot
idea in October 2021, and it’s incredible
to see how much it has grown and
captured our audience’s imagination in
such a short time. The vision was simple:
to create a space where the public can
engage with artists and thinkers to
explore how we might build a
sustainable, thriving future.

Earth Rising is a vibrant creative
assembly for everyone who cares deeply
about our planet. This festival highlights
the urgency of the climate crisis while
showing how creativity inspires action
and fosters shared responsibility. Earth
Rising embodies sustainability, creativity,
and community, demonstrating the
power of collaboration and
environmental stewardship. It's not just a
celebration of art—it’s a living example of
how creativity can drive meaningful
change.

Collaboration is central to Earth Rising. In
2024, we worked with partners like
Creative Ireland, The Mary Robinson
Centre, Research Ireland, the Dublin
Volunteer Centre, Scouting Ireland,
EcoUNESCO, SpunOut.ie, IPUT, Native
Events, the DCU Institute for Climate, and
more. Together, we built a collective
effort to tackle one of humanity’s
greatest challenges: the Earth Crisis.

IMMA's role as a catalyst for social
progress and cultural innovation is
perfectly reflected in Earth Rising. It
aligns with our five-year strategy to
foster dialogue, inclusion, and creativity
while encouraging urgent action to
protect the planet and build a more
sustainable world. Most importantly,
Earth Rising is for everyone. Whether
you're a seasoned climate advocate or
simply curious, there’'s something here
for you. We strive to create a welcoming
space where we celebrate creativity and
empower each other to reimagine a
thriving future.

Finally, | extend heartfelt thanks to our
previous Minister Catherine Martin T.D.
and the Department of Arts, Media,
Communications, Culture and Sport for
their invaluable support. Their
commitment ensures we can continue to
provide spaces like Earth Rising for
critical conversations and action.

Runie

Annie Fletcher,
Director, IMMA







O4. Earth Rising
2024 at a glance

230+

experiences across the festival
weekend

15

outdoor installations

o4

workshops & installations

13

Family friendly experiences

2.9

days of festival events

06

speakers from Ireland and
overseas

100+

Open Call artists presented
their work

10

Youth focused experiences

15 000+ ..






5. Insights &
Soundbytes

from the Earth Rising Talks Series

Colonialism and Environmental
Destruction

Colonialism established extractive
systems that led to environmental
degradation, a practice that persists
today under global capitalism. These
systems of exploitation impact both the
earth and marginalised communities
disproportionately.

“There is no destruction of the earth
without colonialism. The plantation was a
system of extracting life—of people, of
the earth—and this system persists today
in how we consume and exploit.”

Dr. Rolando Vazquez, Amsterdam
School for Cultural Analysis

“Racial capitalism fabricates a toxic,
deadly environment... It externalises
pollution to the Global South, ensuring
that vulnerable communities suffer
disproportionately.”

Francoise Verges, author, and feminist
scholar

“The legacy of colonialism is etched into
our landscapes—each forest planted,
each soil depleted is a story of
imperialism”

Ruairi O Donnabhiin, artist and
language activist

The Politics of Breathing and
Suffocation

The ability to breathe freely symbolises
broader struggles against systemic
oppression, environmental racism, and
colonial legacies. Breathing, both literal
and metaphorical, is a site of resistance
and survival.

“We must talk about who gets to breathe
clean air and who doesn’t—this is as
much about systemic inequality as it is
about environmental pollution”

Dr. Louise Fitzgerald, Dublin City
University

“The health impacts of the state’s failure
to address air pollution
disproportionately affect racialized
groups... This environmental harm is a
form of institutional violence.”

Dr. Nadine El-Enany, University of Kent

“Access to clean air is not an equitable
right—it’s a privilege tied to geography
and socioeconomic status, a situation
built and maintained by systemic
oppression.”

Dr. Ben Mallon, Dublin City University



Decolonising Knowledge and
Aesthetics

There is a need to dismantle Eurocentric
perspectives in knowledge production
and aesthetics. This involves epistemic
restitution and recognising alternative
ways of knowing, living, and creating.

“The imagination of multiple solidarities
and resistance lies in recovering
knowledge that colonial histories have
erased.”

Dr. Sharae Deckard, University College
Dublin

“Western science can catalogue genetic
codes, but it cannot recreate destroyed
ecosystems. Indigenous methodologies
offer a deeper connection to living
systems, something we must learn from”
Kate Rushe BothAnd Group

“Art and aesthetics must go beyond
representation; they must engage in
listening and healing. To decolonize is to
reimagine our ways of knowing and
seeing the world.”

John Conway, visual artist

“Philosophy and poetry do not just come
from Greece and Rome; every society
has its own epistemologies. Epistemic
restitution begins with listening.”

Dr. Rolando Vazquez, Amsterdam
School for Cultural Analysis

“The challenge is to unlearn what we have
inherited from colonial systems and to
centre relationality in our understanding
of both art and knowledge”.

Dr. Fiona Whelan, visual artist, and
educator

Community and Relationality
as Resistance

Individualistic approaches to the climate
crisis are insufficient. Collective action,
relationality, and indigenous practices
offer pathways to meaningful change and
ethical coexistence.

“Community-building and imagination are
the heart of climate action. This isn't just
a fight for survival—it’s a fight for
meaningful, shared futures”.

Laura Costello, Thinkhouse
Communications

“When we think about who is responsible
for change, the answer lies in collective,
not individual, agency—building new
relational models is essential.”

Dr. Mick Wilson, University of
Gothenburg

“Listening must be seen as an output of
artistic and ecological practice. It's the
foundation for fostering meaningful
relationality and collective action”.

Ray O FoghlG, HomeTree

“We need to move from success as
individuals to meaning with others. A
successful life alone is empty; a
meaningful life requires connectivity.”
Dr. Rolando Vazquez, Amsterdam
School for Cultural Analysis

“Addressing systemic power imbalances
requires long-term collaboration across
sectors. Relationality is central to tackling
structural inequalities”.

Dr. Fiona Whelan, visual artist, and
educator












CLIMATE ATTITUDES 2024

During EARTH RISING 2024, we asked our visitors to share their thoughts and opinions on Earth crisis
related topics. Here's what they had to say..

How do feel about the Earth Crisis?

35%
30% ®Qptimistic
30% 9

27% 26%
25% B Frustrated
20%

15%
2% Overwhelmed

10%

5% ¥ Eager to take
action

0%

What motivates you the most to take action to
address the Earth Crisis?

W Concern for future
generations

Personal Health &
Wellbeing

Impact on Nature
H & wildlife
Economic
H Opportunities

Where do you go for trusted news about the
Earth Crisis?

scientific |

Journals

Environmental
Groups

Mainstream | I

News

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35

Do you believe
climate change is
directly affecting
Ireland’s weather
patterns?

SQ

Have you
personally felt the
effects of climate
change in your
local area?

Have you taken
steps to reduce
your personal
carbon footprint
in the last year?

Yes B No












O/. Our Carbon
Footprint

This report outlines the carbon dioxide equivalent (CO2e) emissions from Earth Rising
Festival 2024. The total estimated emissions generated by the festival was 4.44 tonnes CO2e
and includes staff and programme travel, supplier freight, materials, waste, and staff meals.

It is noted that audience travel is not included in the footprint due to an incomplete dataset
that does not accurately represent the estimated 15,000 attendees. It is the intention of the
festival to understand the impact of audience travel at future Earth Rising festivals and
include it as part of the Scope 3 assessment.

CARBON

SCOPE

DEFINITION

ACTIVITIES

Scope 1

Scope 2

Scope 3

Direct emissions from
sources owned or
controlled by the festival
organisers.

Indirect emissions from
purchased electricity,
heating, or cooling.

Indirect emissions from
sources not owned or
controlled by the festival
organisers.

Onsite fuel combustion
from generators

Purchased electricity for
offices and festival site

Staff and programme
travel

Vehicles and machinery
Freight transport
Purchased
accommodation

Food and beverages (not
included)

Purchased and rental
materials

Purchased and rental
infrastructure



Total Festival CO2

CARBON IMPACT AREA

SCOPE
Scope 1 Energy (Generators) 0.1(0.096707) 2%
Scope 2 Energy (Electricity and Gas  0.14 (0.1383) 3%
from the Grid)
Scope 3 Staff Travel 1.91 (1.89969903) 43%
Freight (of Materials) 1.77 (1.771632085) 40%
Waste 0.01(0.0063227634) 1%
Staff Meals 0.5 (0.52599) 1%
TOTAL 4.44 1COze
At Earth Rising, we recognise that all festivals Ireland’s remaining native woodlands. The
and events come with a carbon footprint— land will remain publicly accessible and be
from production to audience travel. While carefully stewarded to thrive for
reducing our environmental impact is always generations to come.
our priority, we also believe in taking
meaningful action to support nature By supporting Hometree, we're
restoration. contributing to a vision of Ireland where
forests flourish once again—ensuring that
That's why, we're partnering with Hometree, a Earth Rising 2024 leaves a positive legacy,
not-for-profit nature restoration charity not just a footprint.
based in the west of Ireland. Together, we are Find out more about Hometree's incredible
pledging to restore one acre of Wild Atlantic work at www.hometree.ie

Rainforest—a permanent native woodland that
will be protected in perpetuity for the benefit
of people, wildlife, and the planet.

Hometree's approach goes beyond traditional

tree-planting, focusing on whole-ecosystem

rehabilitation that enhances biodiversity,

creates resilient habitats, and safeguards h ome t ree






We thank our programming partners in 2024 for
their support

Creative Ireland

DCU Institute for Climate
Demolition Takedown
ECO Unesco

Goethe Institute

IPUT

Native Events

Office of Public Works
Protect Blue

Purpose Disruptors
Scouting Ireland
Spunout.ie

The Mary Robinson Centre
TU Dublin

We thank our funding partners in 2024 for their
support

Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport & Media
Research Ireland



