Culturstruction
POLYVALENCY
Irish Museum of Modern Art:
Process Room
26.07.11 – 07.08.11

Subjective observation of pace and patterns of use at the Irish Museum of Modern Art / The Royal
Hospital Kilmainham has led to prototypes or micro solutions for generous uses of the museum
building and grounds. An elasticated barrier creates and leaves space – maintaining a safe distance
from which to peruse an artwork, or creating an accommodating support for a viewer to rock gently
against.
Outside the main Museum reception a leaning table highlights the potential for the formal neoclassical geometry of the building to have accommodating edges.
Drawing on Hertzberger’s ideas of ‘making space and leaving space’ Polyvalency is work in progress
resulting from a research residency exploring issues of access to and mediation of contemporary art
carried out in tandem with direct investigation into the built environs of IMMA / RHK and its grounds.
Between March and June 2011 the research residency undertaken by Culturstruction at IMMA
included exploring rights of way, generous spaces, exclusion zones, collective endeavour, raucous
celebration and ways in which barriers simultaneously protect and exclude.
Positioned at the intersection of art and architecture, Culturstruction address the embedded social,
spatial and economic infrastructure of the public realm. Driven by an ambition to provide a platform for
the critique of the culture of ‘Architecture’, architectural education and the industry that creates the
built environment, Culturstruction believe that the way that decisions are made is intrinsic to the
outcome. Underpinning their creative process is an urgency and desire to prise open accepted
boundaries of practice for an expanded dialogue to begin.
In 2011 artists Jo Anne Butler and Tara Kennedy of Culturstruction were commissioned by IMMA’s
Education and Community Department to undertake a research residency into artist-led strategies for
engaging audiences with contemporary art.
Further information can be found at www.culturstruction.com.

Image: Untitled (On the occasion of the visit of the Queen of England, May 2011)

The PROCESS ROOM facilitates access to the on-going practice of artists’ resident at IMMA. The Artists’
Residency Programme is located in the buildings adjacent to the main museum reception where several studios
and accommodation are allocated to both national and international artists. The Process Room is used on a
rotating basis by the artists on the ARP.
For more information about the Artists’ Residency Programme please contact the ARP Co-ordinator
Tel + 353.1.612 9905 or janice.hough@imma.ie Website www.imma.ie

